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Abstract: Death is not only the end of individual life, but also a crucial moment for social and
cultural narration. As a response to death, the obituary—while bearing private emotions—also
enters the public sphere and becomes part of social memory. The various obituaries published in
the literary supplements of Hong Kong newspapers reveal distinct narrative features and cultural
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meanings through the three dimensions of “rupture,” “memory,” and “inheritance.” This article

argues that through diverse modes of writing, obituaries respond to the anxiety of rupture
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brought by death and reflect on individual perceptions of life. At the same time, as a profound
practice of memory, the obituary participates in the construction of personal identity and the
transmission of intellectual legacy through a structure of nostalgic sentiment. In this sense, the
obituaries in Hong Kong newspapers not only convey mourning for individual lives, but also
reflect the multiple spiritual landscapes of Hong Kong society in its cultural development.
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