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Title: Ocean-Riven Prosperity: The Historical Evolution of China’s Maritime Worldview
Abstract: The oceanic worldview reflects humanity’s understanding of the sea and determines a
nation’s strategic intentions regarding maritime affairs. In ancient times, constrained by limited
productivity and cognition, maritime perspectives primarily manifested as reverence and cautious
exploration. The modern era witnessed a transformative awakening under the impact of maritime
aggression by foreign powers, while contemporary China actively integrates into global maritime
development trends by proposing a maritime power strategy. The Chinese people’s enduring spirit
of maritime exploration and pioneering, spanning from antiquity to the present, embodies the
national character of peaceful diplomacy, innovative breakthroughs, and courageous advancement.
Although different historical periods emphasized varying aspects of maritime concepts, their shared
fundamental characteristics remain remarkably distinct and crucially significant. By examining the
evolution of China’s maritime perspectives across ancient, modern, and contemporary eras, we can
reveal profound transformations from embryonic traditional concepts to mature modern frameworks.
This historical analysis provides valuable references for current maritime strategy formulation,
enhancing China’s proactive role in global maritime governance and rights safeguarding practices.
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