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Title: Land Dominates the Sea: The Concept of Land and Sea in the Vision of Literati in the Ming
Dynasty Centered on Wu Huanchu's Construction of the Story of Mazu

Abstract: “The Legend of Tianfei Niangma” is a long chapter-style novel of gods and demons
created by Wu Huanchu in the Ming Dynasty. The book systematically sorts out and constructs the
story of Mazu saving the world and the people, with Mazu’s subjugation of the monkey and
crocodile demons as the main line. Based on his predecessors’ records about Mazu, Wu Ben
reintegrated and explained Mazu deeds in historical records and folklore, laying a solid foundation
for the subsequent creation of Mazu novels and books. In the process of constructing the story of
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Mazu, Wu reflects his initial understanding of the ocean. In shaping the image of Mazu, he
intentionally downplays the traditional impression of Mazu as a god of the sea, and emphasizes
instead the qualities of Mazu as a god who blesses the country, protects the people, and relieves the
suffering of the world, which profoundly reflects the cognitive perception of land-sea imbalance in
the Ming dynasty, as well as their ideological tendency to subordinate the sea to the landlord. At
present, under the guidance of the national strategy of “Ocean Power” , the in-depth excavation
of historical resources to enrich the connotation of marine culture has significant advantages for the
promotion and dissemination of marine education. Drawing on the perspectives of literature and
history, an in-depth analysis of Wu’s works understanding of the ocean and the concept of land-sea
in the vision of Ming literati will help to promote the study of marine education in the new era, and
provide historical reference for the study of the history of Chinese marine education.
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