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A Historical Reflection on the Characteristics and Models of the Development of Marine
Civilization in East and West

GUO Qilin

Abstract: Maritime civilization is an important component of human civilization. However, there are
distinctly different interests between the East and the West on their paths to development relying on the sea ,
and different development models generated in the practice of marine exploration as a result especially in
modern times. Due to different purposes in the utilization and development of the ocean, different
development models have ultimately emerged in the practice of maritime exploration in the East and the
West. The different development models of maritime civilizations in the East and the West have similar
evolutionary logics, that is, cultural values serve as an internally stable support, while political promotion or
restriction is an important variable factor affecting the development direction of the East and the West.
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