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Title: Chinese Language Learning Challenges Among Ethnic Chinese Students in a Malaysian
National Elementary School

Abstract: Many young Malaysian ethnic Chinese students in vernacular primary schools do not
speak Chinese at home as they come from English-speaking backgrounds. The qualitative study
investigated the challenges of teachers in teaching reading and writing to students from English-
speaking backgrounds, informed by Van Patten’s Input Processing Theory. It sought to determine

ways in which teachers could help these students develop effective learning habits and devise
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effective teaching strategies to enable the students to learn Chinese successfully. Data were
obtained from field research involving classroom observations and interviews with six teachers
and 41 students in a primary school. The research examined three learning stages, namely, Stage
(1) Unpacking, Stage (2) Regrouping, and Stage (3) Summarizing and Presenting. In terms of
the three stages, the study found that when teachers consciously guided students through three
stages, students were able to internalize the content taught and succeed in learning Chinese.
Keywords: Second language learning and acquisition, effective teaching strategies, field
research
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FEERVEN, A&HEIEREYE RIERFAERRE “HFEN7 « WRETE LOX, HHEH
TR LA R RHE GE) , HNERES BT T (A6 MR, 298
HREEREM L. KIESRETYANOSITR 2024 F5H—-FEREE, EA5ZESANDR
22. 6%, HHORVGIHITE S APRGUBUN R 2%, R NAERE I RIEAT RN, BE ST M EE. HWiEiE
WEFWEHTTE, I HBN G REMISE MR MR R, AR50z M ESAA R E S &
HAb TR R IT X UG S . SRT, RSN LE R p g, HEEENE TIRERFIES
(Carstens, 2018) , PREHE—RAB IR HAES .

SRR B AR S, Dok AE S BOREBUE A B T e HE B
BEZ . REARBEERET THERE TNy, HARS 23077 1 P kAN T 3E
Hwl, W HAODOES ZIEF I E . IBEMN A, WA A L 4R DR TR AT
AW SR, A RBURMN LR G IS, 6 02RO DA 3 B

AT, SRS I AR SO R R TN 5Tk SRR, BREXT 5 215
IR —E R (FEHERE, 2022) o SR, ST WA 28 ) B B E st e s w4 i e
HREE IR T, BRI ) GBI AR = o AR FCRA A FR S 4 IR, IR
A B A R G TIE R BRSEMCEF IR, At 5tic H HE
WETTE, RFA RS UGN B R SN 2 S BRI RE N, B IR A RE RS SR Ak o1
FREH 5w 106 IR RS 5 3

P, SO CIRtER A R
A7 33 9 27%
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M 35 8 23%

5A 24 6 25%

oM 23 11 48%

6A 28 7 25%

6M 28 8 28%
143 41

R 1 RPGIRE B SUN AR EION DI R iR e A ANE 7
Table 1: Percentage of Ethnic Chinese Students Learning a Second Language in Senior Grades of a Well-

known Chinese Primary School in Malaysia
BORIRIR: ARARIE T4 T 2024 MEFIRE

AW TR ZE BRI FE I v, ot B R P I A T R I\ FT R A — I 3 44 N e AR R
T EHE A, 2 NESMEF FERFERE AR —. BT HEFHEHRE TR, B 4M P
SCH SR Y 23%8h,  mAE R LR BRSSO B AR ) S 25%, Horb 5M PE ik 48%. AT,
HAEZUNE BMICE SRR SO REE AR S KEEA L ESR, KRRl =
EHE RIS ST ESCRE R . BB, Bt R S ERERE AR I SRR EE .
ZHEETE (FEE) SR, AR RN TR X R URE B AT RGBS, TR SR AL
W o

£i45 Van Pattern & Sanz (1993) Frik, AHFFERIXANFAAE F 5% S WAL RGBS FE B A N
EAB B, REAET MA@ I#E (unpack): (b) V444 (regroup): (¢) &4/ 2
(present). BLAh, 2 TiHEHEFAESEHEZAILFE LIRE, FRea2 3] SR ME KK,
BAMESERE JAT SR> . SR m NSERR EONIR 22, B AE 5 AR B 1IN R )3 95 508 S 2 2] SR
&, AT FBEARATHECURAZ A Gt enl CEBRDOERE R ARIONN, MEF¥IN
WL FIRN B AR LA SO0 22 A2 2 2] TR RGBT TS, K oA AR SR A B ANME R Hes R 2% .

=\ BRFE

AHIEFEII I S 8 N — BTSN, B RO GO DU AE 2% 22 /N R R M e SC U . B 5t is H
SEMER T (ViRIE) T REURIUE S0 TAE, AR E 2 BB AR 2024 /020 2N 4E
R POEZIN A RAEE S IG5 218 o B S R B 3 AR A DGE R HE 0T 527 45 449 6 U
W, BAERN T ARAEA TN 90 S e AR E 5 PRGOS 5 . U7k i) B 2R AR T UM
T FAE R R RIS UM 2 AR T R EZE R PR b, @R ESHE KM H
WAL KRR WIE S I E B . SR WS I FrillcE 8 17 wis 5 4028,
W BT VRNV B M ELIC ) 45 RV R B 8, JoHFISE Van Patten BRI =AM B (70 fif.
HYh. B/ 20D RIS

MOEIESZHRZEHM S, HIES¥ARNOHETRESE 55 ¥ AN 04w M
[f]. Van Pattern, Sanz (1993) #&H 755 G s 5 H R (E—) .
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Figure 1: A Model of Language Shift Processing in Language Acquisition
ZRLKYE:  (Van Pattern, Sanz, 1993)

WAE Van Pattern (1993) HIULA, HIAALEENLHI R B V)5 2] 3 b B S RN TE 5 N 1) SR
REETIMAN GEWMBOMPAE. FECARSE) st H R A =, HIFEEIESE ERAY
RETS 2 A 5. i N AL FRHLE A A% O 2 SUAE T ) B 5 AR e AR S S0 5l 27 IR
TIEHEE AR WIRERETIL, TR S EH ERE S . RiRsEd TS 5 B2,
XHEIANE (@) TLLA#E (unpack); (b) HEATIHYN (regroup); (o) MMLASZE/ZI (present), LA
FEARBRE M A RN . 80m,  2UMRR s AT A RN #07T7, DURR IR A B IERR AL B, 1A
HEREFW ‘W7 5 “5” gedJ.

EEXIPRAEDD N ER I IR E A, WEKeRAAER A SR BT . IS et iR 5
THRE, DA KRR PO IR A AR 8. SR B G SR, Hhaft s, SR, PR
Z 5. WA VLAGEAIT AR .. IRBERF R S UE, #HRE =A%kl S
SRR . BRAE B A TR S B N SR S R RE S . WA RSN, PR B R R T LA
W o AER. NRS 5F B, AR TE 2R, BAH T2 AR H K.
25501, TAZ 58 AHEZKERP N GEEAEmS) BIRRITERMB R, JR8E8H
MRS AFFRF R R AL, (RIEZ 5 R DL A i R .

=, UM N iEEEFEEEIOER 5 S HE

(—)  “i” ek

1. e

Gao' (2012) WFFEHaH, DUER SIS AR PN IA A, X — 200 B 52 SR UM AE Bt H 22 5
MR, TR FEEFERIES SRS IFR. AR, #5080 DARRE B 7 5 8ok %

1 Gao, F. (2012). Teacher identity, teaching vision, and Chinese language education for South Asian students in Hong
Kong. Teachers and Teaching: Theory and Practice 18(1), 89-99.
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TiRtEE AL, RMAME BB T ARG A AR R AR, AR T S A i
SJHRAEE S, R A E0m B 5 AR T BRE RS SRR A AR SR ST RIS IS Y
Wi, Hlhn, IEREE AR IR, T ARE AR RS, wOn o DUE AR SRR R DY A
. HABAE MR IEIE S, HE AT AT SAEAE BT A R AR A, T 8 7 R DA AT
BT Y GRS

TIREE A DOEE RS, WHGGE AR, X @7 R “ 5 R ERIR.
HMfEeed R B Ak, SRR R BB, E5, DOBRNE WM EEZIONAE RN . FIEHE
JRREHETRA, DOEEWZHEARD Y, HAEHHERE, oE. MEEAs e, K
PR S B BRI Z O A E . BT IRLA — AN A E R, DOEE WEEM R,
DUBVE ARG S, AR EA X8 XRITIRE, ASFE RS XS R ASFE A5 S (A ma “457 | nd
R L md H7 o omd BT ). T IRRE AR S, DOE Y ST DORTE A T B R
CGIRA 3, WM, e, 2023)

2. BEATE A

ME IRACRE L W& GILAE 2006 (EEfESTRILY (VR B L
/_:’S
VLA R, B — A I Linguistic: The use of changing pitch to
HE kg, convey syntactic information
MEE%] 1B sHEEEEUE B EE
15 Intona | BRIV

WO ERE, For—EEAM | tion | EHESRANE, HARIESWEZ.
T

FHKETEE, R, B 77 i, BEARLERRE, RRaR
WA 3BT .

® 2. IEMIETE R E R ZE )
Table 2: Intonation Differences between Mandarin and English
ORBRIE: (BREE, 2014 °

A AARIRE R K ? (J8]5)
e ALPIER? (D
BATRMAAEE? GEETLARUE? )

* 3 BT
Table 3: The Interference of Intonation on Lexical Tones

ZERkIE: (BRz 3, 20100 °

"R A, vHER. Mk (2023) . SUEAMER B iR T AL . (A BER), 31(5), 747-758.
Py E (2024), REIETFPERIETHEGEAN XA LA RILE., GEFRAARLY, (1):132-134,
MR H (2010), RFEF(E R LGB A IETHFG BT, (BIMEXIHTF), (3):63-70,
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TiREE A M BLCL b R SR R O A TSR SR OER, Oy It RN A
Ry BIFEE I o SR A TR, S 2 T HE DR (BRZ 3, 2010).

3. IHHE RGES

AFEESAAFRRES RS SOEMBIELRRE, BREETHARKZES . JaE BRI
HE MG T IE W, ST E AR Bl SOEP AR T RS EIEHRE, A
CAHERIX 70 AR o

v, 21, R O JEAIE R
H@%IJ *D%ﬁ{ﬁ |]|§|3J : “« a ” . “« a ” . “d ” . “ 4 ”» .
“a» . “Wa” . « ya” . “na”

R A JECH S XE DL DOR AR & 714
Table 4: Words Difficult for English-background Students to Distinguish and Pronounce Accurately
BORBRIR: (GKHTH, 20200

fEIRREAERES IS, EE RGN EAM R D EERR. SOEMEIERIES R
GUFAE R ZE S, X MARATAE S ] SR TE I 1A B ERR PEANE 5 B . R A B BB A
[, A A ATIAE 27 3 [ B e R RN 8 38 31 A 35 PR X

PG it
%‘%Fﬁéﬁu “th” T—;{a (/e/ }Fn )%55%2 “Ch” . “Ci” . “Shi” }FD “Si” Eji%
/3/) (252 I BAT S E 1AL A A U5 3K

- BB RSt B¥H (W /ang/, /eng). ¥R “i”
(ﬁl:] “T\EE” ) *D “Si” (ﬁ[:l “m” )

JIREAL R P E S MA) TR | EE AN | FEEENE (R B B KD
VB, 0] B N ) 5 5

% 5: MECHHERIETE AR, PR A
Table 5: A Comparison of Initials, Finals and Tones between English and Mandarin

ZERRIE CUIBEFRE, 2020) °

TR (2002) F5iH, TAREEAARHE B EBHERRW, SBEUAIESE 5] SRIE AT A BLIE 1A B

"R (2020) o BIEEAEIM I IGERF MG BT ——ABIENFIEN G F AN, (KFHR) , 41010):
1_160
P xIBRE. (2020). RIEEFEFET DEFNH L, (KFFR) ,3(6):59 - 60,
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W HE S T . ZUMAE A 75 EG Pt S X RIS, DLl G G 27 A 2% ST R ) A i 2

(=) “H” Mg

L AL BRI TR ZR >

FOMAEE SRR ST, 2B ZEEE A RSO B AR . X P BURA T/ L L3
RIS IA R B T, RATERE G R . B, o) BmE Tl R ES, m
ARREIBARIE . ZMERT, FAERRTBRKESS], HIFREEERERYAR. £4%d
P, R A= BB HLEOGE, MR EEENS S ES TR, XS, 28R
KATHrH0, AATHEAE LA IRIGE i . 5oSCFREAR, B HAA MR TR A5 5 0,
TABMEE A S U B A T RIS, R BT B I AN TR BRI )
2, X ZiEEE A RA SR BYE ChEFN——% ) EEAT RS E) KCE, B
AR 5 S e e B 2 H BB A — 3R o AR T [ S AR ST AT RE D IR AE, DR S AR T A
W BN SCHEN R, SAENBARE NE AR, JUHE —SERESER VBRI AE, ETTR Y S
SCE AR R N, AR A TS RRE SRR 2B (iR, 2007).

2. P55 AU A i i

FOMAE 7 B 2% L& 3 G B2 A ST 5, T B ARA T B A A 2 52 AN [R) ST Ak 22 TR] 1R 22 5
I B ATTHE S R h FA MR U o T, B TR 5 210 R BB AR B A I
FINREFEME R E . X — I ERIEN. P MEEZI 0. Hancock (2014)
Frag iy, R RN TP e RSB, AR A R R I SR R ) SO I AR . B, FR S
R FIERT DA ZADN A, “H AT DA — ANGREE . AT DI X A A K R
FRIRAI ] B2 1P S S B IR A A 0, [FIRHE BB RAIRAE 2 5 2 S TR B R 8k AT .

3. T —— = W Y B0

BRI S A TR S IOEF R EAR, TiEREHAEASENSRE. flu: BERE™
AL, AR LR EROR RETT . BT EHETIE, S ik M IsE i E M
MRAEHRTER) T, )T ART S REE M.

IR C L i ALY
_ weehs =
R A Tbig

/

K 2. TIBRE R AAE S AR X R A T A R A TR L
Figure 2: Sentence Structure Confusion in Mandarin Writing among Ethnic Chinese Second-Language

Learners

PORLRIR: BEIERTT AV VIR SRR ARG (2024 4F)
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BEEX ZiHEW AR —— R WG B35 m . iR EE S AEESEN, SAH g
FSEE RN ELE M, X2 FELLT i

EETI: CiBEwHASEATGEN A TN, WFIE%E (SVO) 4K, 12N 4G 7R 2
",

WV CIERE A S E IR SE L, T 2R AE AR R T

| AR Forid RTTRARAL,
T T

N

i

Kl 3. AR AR S AN AT S R VM TR A A
Figure 3: Unconscious Application of English Lexical and Syntactic Structures by Ethnic Chinese Second-

Language Learners

BORRIR: BT RVE T IR TR R AR SR BE N (2024 4F)

TiREE A AR IR IR . hISCRIATTER R, AT SRR
REEE. ATE SN TS S, SEUTEA S, b, AR FNA S BAa A,
I H 2 T AT B SR B RS, T RIS IR KRS S . S 0 R I AN A
&, IEOIEEBEHER. L, PSRRI S EAUANE, IR SR A 2 iR T B A AR
RS [FRF, e R R R IR AR, iR RS A BRI E A . Al
AR R A, Sz RIARA A2 AR A) A

M

B

0. UMERE B BEEHETCEREIIRNBETTE

(—) AEEHLH

LANMER Gl —— KA s g s

MR Krashen (1985) FEiif A Biix. B2 EIMNARIET AN 1, REENIETMARLHR
BELEIAACH R s —2E, Bl i+1 B SR, AR i+0 B i+2 8L i+3, ZZARENTfEZ A
MITE S, XFEABEAHEHEARIRCR . A8 A TTERATE S, W& (5 RO v a8 3L g
VPRI ENIS, IXPEARESIAS2R —iE 5 .
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Kl 4. BT A RO IE A )
Figure 4: Common Problems of Ethnic Chinese Second-Language Learners

2. B N KC B AR

REPRAETUAR
AR brid

L ISEYIIVS
AR RIL

ARBTG5 SO & ARl

"RES, MEE TR BRILQOM), ZERTRMIN I XEF EF A 0ERAR) R

HEFTATEY, 12(2):1-23,
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B 5: B NACBERRL LR FT AT JZ O 5 2 H AR A R AL A
Figure 5: The Input Processing Model Enables Learners at All Levels to Process Information Consciously

ZERkdE: (VanPatten, B., J. Williams (Eds.) , 2007)'

VanPatten A1 Williams (2007) A4, HRLEARTUA HAT B SCAITE 5 RFAE B HO A ORI
ik, her gl ) FH B OGE . XERHIEAE S ) O B R BIBOE K, D RS N 7R
1 BIERIEE IS TIXERHE, ML T, e s WiE 5 R IE A A E R e B sk e
J& . TEANIE SO [FI AL B A W RE A A .

(2 R4 —FREHETETRAR

KT RN A, iRl 2 2] 5 e B ARAC B SENE 7 SR ) # 1) “RIBRA”,
X SR 2 T ECHUN AR BOR RN B G . R AR FENLEIR =B () i BLo
(unpack); (b) V4N (regroup); (¢) 45/ 2 (present), {RAF —iBAHEHE 224 LI IEHI AR -
AR, JEEAES R SCRBEE S A EC:, A R SRR B OGE .

K 6: SORFA EFUEEME R A EE
Figure 6: Significance of Scaffolding Instruction, Task-based Language Teaching and Differentiated
Instruction

GRS (R, 2020) °

EE R EFEM, oTCVE B = NE B ARER R G Fe R L 28 . i AR A S (K B8, A AT T g
TVESEIIX — HAr. SR, B IEARYE A N FRIET AP, 5N NERER LA 3. X
—IEBE R T AL E N, R IR IRUBUESRIE R RIS, B, TIEARRE SRR
EIERT, EE T 2 AE SRRSO SR

L R

TERGA A PO SR A 2 S ST AR R A F I R N R GE, A IR 07 A A 4R T

! VanPatten, B. (2007). Input Processing in Adult Second Language Acquisition. In B. VanPatten & J. Williams (Eds.),
Theories in Second Language Acquisition: An Introduction (pp. 115-135). Routledge.
2R (2020 F 7 A 16 B)o (EARZEMANBRAXFTFFLREFTAF? ), RAKFE, BA

https://www.schwab.com.cn/profwu/20200716.html,.
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T 2 v ik 0 ) AR I AR A A ) R AN AR P SRR R . e, FUMRRIER A B AR
ARSI iR, HHZIREAEME . SRR BEERIE T Vygotsky B SEME IR,
SRR HL B RIS RERAR I 2 ) FH R o 1T IR OFE T BB R 22 A1 “ i RIEIX ™ (Zone
of Proximal Development, ZPD) W#RHbIE 4 MSCEE, A7 A Gelg 56 B AT AN SZ N J6I% 58 AT 55
KA DLR R e IRIMBUREE, B&EFAER IS, XSGR, i
WAL TE AT 5 o

2. S

RSB R — P UME S AT, @ LTS I ek % B S MBI k. BT RMAE
YA E SR SRS, SRRE A B SR m R s AN S B RSB, (T4
R RE TN FAESBOP IR, 8 E IR ARSI E /N PR, FOW R U
GF IR REE FE RN TAES, W R A TEREEANMES o X P B BUWAT 5 50 2 — P iy
AL SRS, B AR AR AT S S R R PR B S B

3. ERHE

FOMA S 7 A B . R BRI IR R A AR TR, feld 7w RIEFEA
v Re, [FBT IR EAEARER .. VN AEERHEG AR ) T MR,
HIEAE R — AN g1, SRIAERE)  (BREE. Z=4k0, 2020 '. @ ¥4mtEvig, it
& ISR FHMERIN, #miH T 2 R BEE N EE . . SESESS] . FUMR A B4,
—HRIEREYE, NHRESRBORNEE .. BN T B EEFAIS B EE .
JOE 7 A B B e, AR SEBR R AR TP AR T G 1 2 A . ARAE VSR A e H I sE 54
By, BMMERMBCEFEERWE NS, O F2o0RBERNEG. MAERRNELNFRE
&£ (FIuiE, 2022).

™ /|
=&

I RSN ®

ik

AHIFIRIUE T Van Patten AURIALCEE R, IRMIESWMALHEEN=AME: 2F (unpack).
JAZH (regroup) A1 B&5/2I (present). WIALAERM, HITAE RG] S iEEE AL
SORMEEEN, JPET R, AR AN AR . X KIUSHFF Van Patten
fIEE, R R EEAENEEE T FEMEEH.

seAh, HEFEERT ORI, I B R AR RAC BTSSR, UM RERE S W A e B
T, M-I HOR . XS OABIREE R 2, B P RAIE 7 iR 5] PR R A B A 5
k. WHRIEER TARR R AEREEITRRIER, TR 2 A AR B E MK
7 TR A, X3RN SR T SO A ST R s EL Y S A R 2k

B

AT R N EUE EARHE LR O 7O RO, R RAE N BHE TS T . B, BRI SIA
HaREESIANE S R BNH], B R m IR EE R AR S 5. XA

"TRAZB, Zak (2021). 20012020 F £ FALEK A LA RL . (LEFRREY) ,11(6): 2191 - 2197,
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ZHTHIWE TR HR K, R EA DR SCEE, Rl st xt ZiteE A, =it T E2 SR
To RERRICHE T SIA I, EWHLET TSy R, FEA A RHE TN TiEEE
S R LAV AR RE T RIFE T [ BEAT TR AIER T . S5 FAEREE N TR A A R IE S S
B EARWHER 2087, B3P E T IA BRI YUK B, I OHEA SR AL TR WA
UEAk, SRTFHOMI AL RE IR R, T ARSI B UM RIS 58, 5 W AbA 3 S R ) A St
TARFEIHE A, SRANE SR TR RS SRR R AN 2L, KB SR LA )
St R S S R AL

RE

WEE A AR AAL, WU N OE A 4 S T TR R M H Ak, R iR
BRI I HOR . ARG BRI FT T 18 /] IR 5 2 S BB HEE, SRR QT A Roah B ig
R SEbR#Ed, s iR E A AR A RIS R LA RIS S R E LS. KR, B
FEA T LM A T R S A PR RS, SR IR A IR Rk,
T IHARREE S I BhAh,  EORVENE B SO 2 G A S R ARIE AR RE RS AN AR
BHEW SHEE T H R IMMR FFEMEREEE T SHIT, WOy iR AR AL AT R
Ji
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