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Title: Ecological Discourse and Economic Models: The Postcolonial Ecological
Reconstruction of The Heart of Redness in Relation to Heart of Darkness

Abstract: Zakes Mda’s The Heart of Redness is a landmark of post-apartheid South African
literature that challenges the developmental trajectories available to postcolonial nations through
a sustained dialogue with Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness. The novel dramatizes the

profound internal divisions within a Xhosa community as it confronts modernization schemes
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driven by external capital—a conflict rooted in the dual pressures of colonial legacies and
globalization. This article uses the framework of postcolonial ecocriticism and political economy
concepts like “cost externalization” to argue that the novel’s ecological worldview is pivotal to
shaping competing economic models. By reconstructing Indigenous ecological wisdom, Mda
ultimately envisions a path toward self-reliant, sustainable development. The novel thus
transcends literary imagination, offering a powerful political critique of externally imposed
economic systems.
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MAEE A /NRE . FEAFBIER ST « #2ik (Zakes Mda, 1948—) ] (£t 0») (The Heart
of Redness, 2000) & J& Pl i 25 I AX G AE S22 — AT 2 A« ME S ARAESE L IARE, /D
Ui ARG 2 R S22 000, — 28 BRI X S O AR R 2L 58 [ R B e s
PRI AR A H RN A S 2 R R

ANULIRZI BRI S T R R DT SE S IS W R 5 . BR R T S E TR I 3 S AR W E
BN, DAL R AT —&EWE 19 adm, . SR ENREIE SHRpE
(Xhosa) RIXFJCHIFIRIE RS & 2EEN “{5# 7 (the Believers) 5 “A&#” (the Unbelievers)
PIRFEAA, BB P tErgaBm: 53— WIERAET 20 tHal 90 AR, XA J5 & £ T 0
AN TR AS T S IR TF 7 S FRAE o P 2R S R AH LI, R R AR 2 4 21 Dy — 3 e A4
BHERNBUA. X @B RAESRER, XTS5/ P05 4&5 . OS8R AIRZ A
o Prst B SON R AR FAE RIS G0 . AR G BRI B IE i T A A RE b7 ? 7E 4 BR
WAEEE T, BB B BT 10 & e B 1 HORE 45 SR A4 7 3 Z AR AL S Py N TE 1) G B ?

Bl GRS j, [H N AME S O NS LEM BRI T 8 A BUSIR D . N3 s (2014) M
A SHECPRR A AR H TN B RS SO A B D R Bl EEA (2017) MARGWER TR
F X S AR E AL S WS BASAZ AR E . B E R T EEE R EL LA
Jil: — o R TR DT S S S S A, TR BT TN AT A T SR S Sk iz
(Koyana, 2003; Kenqu, 2019); 53— 70 %38 WIERAE T/ A SRR, R TP ASBAR
55 2 DA SRS TR R FR AT RE (Vital, 2005; Dolee, 2016); habh, I8FH 285 TR0 T /Mo
SERAL R A ) B H B AR (Pires, 2013; Ojedoja & Abubakar, 2018). X EEHF IR ZIHE R T /)N
VLA RS B B A G A R A, AR SCBE e T IR SE LA

(Lt z ) SRR (RN O)Y MXTE, & RIKZ K RS EM (Systematic
Reconstruction). kR HEHIAHE I8 T BB A8EAE CREEH0O) P ER IR “AESWBEIER 5
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W7 X4k, EH—MRE AR AR LA, B T REEE TR, B Ak
HA” (Othering) HAR, I HIMHES H — A SIHRIFBIRXILA . WAER “AEA” Hab
Ao FrEk, SO AR ARG o e sk, M DLE RS HIE, IRZIM 818 3 I A H
THATHNEGRNA, Zasri Rt SIS S S S

BARRR M LT =5 m It Bk, B CREERL), o i RAES TR G oy HF e bt
REEVIESH: R, Bm (i), WA FEE SR 8 R m A, s
FHEALBE A IR fJa, WIERIAE N ARSI s R AR AS AW, IF8E
VEFEARNIIAE 252, $a7R HSC MRy — 10 B FE R R Jm FH IR B AR AT 45 8 A T B A 2 AR
FIRIRZIE X

—. BEERLH. RHEETHERAESEESHIRLT

FRACAER) CRIGAHT0) CLEs B FETT, PRAN L 1 AR W R RN AR NI R iR AR . SCA
AR Z AP T IR B A AEE R 22, T BRSSO SRR X B o B, kb i AE
CREILAE S VU7 EAEIE) PEfEH, AFHXGR R O RIGERIE, Sk WSEhr b —Ff
BOACHNF “FW” (Darras, 1982, p. 90). Alfrs FARMA, LR L IUONIESL 5 5811
B C—BRRELI DU, JeAE BRI E R LY, R BATE S (RAE, 2016, p.73);
[FIRF, Sy R 5 ARSI AR b 25 R RN Ll S R I R R i < SRR “ BB — A 1T
HIESER, Ral VN RORH, P E A IS EE BT, SRERUE EHE T CRRALEE, 2016,
p.35). PUB A ZE AT (AR —MIER) hEEDN 7 BT, (B AR 5 U8 x4k
MANEIZz, FFHRILA S RERLE R “HI kMR MR T &7 (Achebe, 1977, p788).

SR, AENRUE T SRR R H R SROF AR AL, TR RS N RIEEREl 2. 5
IR R AR S AR AT IR BEAL . UUERTE, BON— R IE /M. SRR “BR2Z M7, XH
“HRIIMEAL”, LI ORI T30 itk IR ARIN R DU TR A I JE S (2
], JHREFHIRIITRA BARMEKE. 52, CREERO) FrERBE AR TEER
B R AL N LRGBS 2 NG 5 5 S RAEHHn sh iRt 7GR

FHERTRRAE CREGHG) Pl sus 580 K40 “2oi” B2, AR gn— 1%
FHOE X5 HHREE . DNITRE, g R E 0 E R AR R A & AFER)
MRS E AT, FTRL AR e (HERLEE, 2016, p. 23). AT, BEETHIGIESIHIAN,
RAS “EAR WO MFT S, AR, R AR A R X RRELE, 2016, p.
23). EfFMBIERR K, HEGFEP RS R TR, TRl R 5 A ) 23 18]k e ok A4 B AL
(FRfBUE, 2024, p. 108). IR EIERS FiX ) btt, MbMAT R 2 N — R “UTER” 1l ie.
AR TRV, R “ — A AW A AT RSN (HERLAE, 2016, p. 88), fi HARMRIE 1 Ay
AgEBHE.

LA LA R AR EIUVLETH DR T R EE G REER, ARE ki LB AR LA AR
Y, EXOMARAESALGF I, —£F5HH0TA, —FAALFRGRE, —B L EFARLY
k. (UEInf&, 2016, pbd)
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BURFEAEIN H IRHE R ) “ b2 1 St 77, D5 e e Py e R, ORI Rk = R R
IFIE) 1, AT B T R BIARYE 2 Ah o L, “ ECRHIRER” B bbmaidy “a £7, w2 “w%
Gilh”, R IR EER, MO EEHRNE 7Rk ) B ARBEIT BO™ B SR &, E R
B 5 Ok Mg HERRE NSRS X2 4h. 52, ARSI SR A 0T 5 A TR AR,
W EREM Y “hFEM”. EWEHERAESHOFRGREFE NS, R SRR T Lt
BN “HET” (empty) BUARIFAL” (untamed), VMEHAEAR SR EMS “0BE” 5 “AH15” (Huggan
& Tiffin, 2010, p. 6.

HERKE T BRI N, ERAHE - NERW GRS, MUGE A R SN
YIRS . ERCET, G BARR AN TERIZ O . DI MIANEEE “BUEmmie. &2k,
Hize” CREhifd, 2016, p. 49), XEERRME) Tl gl N “ BB 7, BEERE “BHENRT .
TEZ G RAFEE A G, AR B AR 50 & T E B s (o, TR —— MWK REME A
FRAE A A b )RR R B E o —— R ROV AR ) . M E S BRI . KRR A HAE
AEBRGETHAG. HERL PR ERE L, #E “QF7 IMEF/RSHiETefE. X
PG TE VIR S B AL, MR 7L TS DU BN 52 AT .« PE/R IR IR e e 4 JE B4 1) 38
FIAFE ==+ KR ‘GF MU AR ST LR TX PRI B R e ZH At A [l
i” (Zannat & Zhang, 2021, p. 504). PE/RIKHIEEVE, [EIRAE ANMEZIER, HHEAFESA

JR—— KR IR F —— 1B AR A “ AR E, FRAFE R MR d 7 SN
wz k.

RlE, BRiEmAESBE 5ERAFIFEMFTATHERER, ML AR, E&FAME T
JEM B AR —ADUIER B, BEM R, FrDUGE RE X T A F A BRI R, X
S AT RLERUR SN AR Ui o —Fh “ Zm A A IE R RFE” CFERLEE, 2016, p. 45). X LA
WM FE (homeland), THIL N HEIE =M (resource frontier). X EELEES K NI (4
) T DA I 25 R R BN R

=\ SURTHE. BENEHEN B R E AR ER

WUR U RPLAE R BRI HARM BT ROV HRIEERE, BABERWEKRS, NEYH
RERMEMEW, IEAANECT U, 78 (E20) F, BRI EH T IEM E 2R LA
“FAEME” (Subjectivity), ibbHb. WL WKL SIVIARZUTEBIE 5, W2 L RS
5#F . SRR B ARSI . X ESW S, N, EE R
A BE [ A AR .

FRIA I AR A eIl X “Hu S 2 R 7 (Genus Loci, BPHWJT PRE#HRR D) MEBRETF, JU
HARIAEX AR b (A fz.0) 4 1856-1857 FRNF IR “R4i235h”, RHERMTFS
KA JEBAGR) 21 o Bl B RN IE SR ) A= A5 7 7™ S s, dodiA%L Gt R Btk & R
BT, XX DVE ARG S 7SR AT & s, DR~
(Nonggawuse) K H T HCE R HI#HE: AMTDLIURIEATE 476, BIRER, HAXRE, ks
SRS, B RIS 2 IR (Mda, 2002, p. 79). IERTEIX— 7 sLFHAFF, T 7
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YeTE MR M, BRERMEICRIIITS, ETEAURINE N ERFEEERYTE, E
F 5% 28 B (King Sarhili)HREFE, M2 FRMMIKAE R DR BIRNE R, HRATEIUMINIE T,
BT A ERTREE AN A (Mda, 2002, p.124). X ST HEH T AR 4 B4 A
THER—NERAEFE 5 . MRS RN SRy, WERFTEMEE, HaEm
BRIR GAESE RO, Tifdf “ 237 Wi B A L i) BAR S . R B, HeRN T 38
R R T RBUETE S AT R ARG NEFER Y (Mda, 2002, p.124). {EUL, TTECN
TREREENEE, EAHUE, Mm2Es) “SUL”, KBRS AR RAT )
2R . BIKE XA “ FIREE” (re-enchantment) (455, 4 M FE B & 1. AT 4
S A AR B SO R, YR T AR D RGN o 8k A (1 b 2 12k

Hk, BRmdmomsE, wARMS TN ET WA B, JE0R) 3 ARSI RE .
PR KZFW (Zim) S5HERERERTCAERMI RIS, (2 —MRAERTEH . XM
BIRET, TR —HREY), TR ANET IR . AW A SO L RAR T — 5. 780
RESIIEM AR dr k. BET 71X & UL 51012188 .« oA T ki i T AL . AR T
gz, R TR TREE, Fove SHAHEME—T A — B 2FarMEE R Twin FER. B
TEE M T Fh ) E R — . 7 (Mda, 2002, p.38) fEXH, “HIE” (knows) —iij &R, ¥
B — DS “ 2487 Cobject) $RTFN—MHINFIRE I “ T4 (subject). 5 FRHLEZE T
A CUTERT W RS NIIE MARAE S, XA ARSI IF RS RBREE, N T SR I
LRSI AR . EREE AR F WS, BARIFE SR e SRR, TR S AR XA
NE B S EREG I EMER, ARET G HERRANFR o LA, R AR AR,

X AR — P A B B EREE R BT, R ERERE) Yk, XA
oA S AR S RS i — N A P AL S, ARG R IR A TR EL “EE . M — AN S EURSER
A, SRR AR, B “SILZHMFEEATE T (Mda, 2002, p.39). flETILIER,
HABIE IR, RN A — RS S IME RN S B . X5 550 TR 3 SR A —
—INAF T E XA ZRWEAIZZ “BEER” (foolish) FER T G IE (Mda, 2002, p.39).
KA RIRZE 7R T PR SR 37 — Rl B R F ) R N A B R 1) T R B
F—MNRAR TR ANTTEEHAEMER “AEYF0E X (Biocentrism) KPR, 1E&ZJ5F—Fh
W, ORI ERIEH I KA YR 2R AR — BHIE T R A TEAL A UE, AL TR
el

FERE N EE - IMERIEE S Rl &%) SRR A s, BAR L. W
FRONNTE T 3 Rk R, TR AR S0 i . BBIATE/N U A BOR R RN R A BIE1
BB W Ry 24 L 0 E Y . YA SCAETE8), W amahobohobo (35 1418 &) umphokoqo
(EAKH5). isikhakha (-K-F#). imbhizo (AL 5. KIFARM IR EHH R, T2 —f
RSP G, BERFEAATES G4, ERMNERE G AERPFEX O E X
B BT AR SRR R ATENE. B A R BRI EEATE QAL TR, X i
EaESc BES T, XAMIES ENAERA, RMEAR LA ERFERMLSE, Ve E
ST YR MMEAT AU, BHRIMSKRE SRS A,

gp LRTR, Bk E S R BEATESEENREES I, g T A5
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FEAERORM R SR . IR R, BRAERUUR. ¥l SRR “%47,
reelEdr. P SRR AR R RATERI I AR, GRS RS g el
SRR, ERHES 1 H RAF N Bl AT S AR, RN —Fh i), 5 A ILAC
MDA R BE AR A 1 1 IE %

= REMAREHE: N KR 3] “BHEE” RETFEER

FESERN T RS TR BN Z G, BN G 8 mR 251 R 7R R AERAZ O I
SR K. AFEEERIE, MU PR 2, HAPR 55 Rtk 2 th i R A 0] 57
KRBT ZIRZE G — PR i858 RaZ K “ KM (Dependency) #3(, 7 —Fhilll&FREIEH
FEH) “HIIEA” (Self-Reliance) . A BT MERZIHEA], DL G # <A 25 52 B 1 #7
WARZ, ACA/P B RIRRG AR, T8I S ) 5 58 R RORHR B 7 — SRl AT FLIE AR TE 2%

(=) “UKI” HIRKEE . VR VAETE R 3 SRR Ak e i =X

“HKMEER” (Dependency Theory) x5 H5 4E41 (Ratl Prebisch) 2547 ] EMAFFEEKAE 20
i, B ERR AT R E AR BOa AL G, WHRTE 45 ol i AN 4 1) R 5 1k
R ANREARBIE M ARZMSE T, AR TR AREE S Ay PIAKE AL, A eI S A
IEREFERRE. A, “WEG AT FIE/REUR SR J75%8, TR X M AR U AE B8 AR ST
A AT S5 TN

“MEimit R R BEAMKM A BRI kR B B AALA A (black empowerment
company) FJEEIATE Lefa Leballo FIPHALET I SE Smith. Jones FL[AHES), X— N R EA &
SRR R, RAEE BT IERE S S IRA BEAR I & . &t R B = AE T H 25 R B IR AR 1 -
LT ST I CMERIE T ORI “ BOBKIT sE R #ETF UK Y (Mda, 2002, p.189). fH
FERERE, OB S WAL PR T “EiEM7. ERE X, #AL (redness) H il LA
KR EFNEENS . AT SRS, RIS MG S3LRERER T, A
M, FEREEHRSTIZE, X —RIEBH#Is 4k, BE25 “Vaia” M “B” ik, RhifEE
THIEEM R, EAGRIE R FE M AR R, WA I ALK RN, B
BB E TR AT S 2 B SRR Z 18R (Bhonco) {BRG#E A U 5y “ AL th k) 38
% ” (darkness of redness), FFRE LA T IR M ILE#AIACH (Mda, 2002, p.218). Xk
R IE R AT ZE I WIHIE: EAMEBE AR T, RSO E R E OIS E RS .

SR, X — TR B AR AE A L2 1 (imbhizo) R EAIRIEEE . &%, ©UBRA
TAENETHE, TFRE AN OB FTE XL BB KR EA AR I i — M oe =0T [ 7
(Mda, 2002, p.189), X &—Fhst Ry “ TR E L (Bco-colonialism), R DATGAE AR + A= 25 Sk
RANEFEARRIF KT K ok, HORBBAR TR X LR RE W — 4 Wi bda I AU
R s, &ime “HrEr BACE R —mEk”, bR AR ANERKZH (Mda, 2002, p.111)s.
W2, 2RI PSR GE A EARAE MBS A R E M KT, JEEH “— B =" 80 “FHH
TRBAEE” M2 T L (Mda, 2002, p.167). BEANHE XA MR A Ie A B 1 AR Y
MR, HArig AR T &)« BIG” SRIE] .

U SR TR GEARAR I, T84 GE R SO R SCA K PR ) A8 A . e Bk AR



198 Journal of Literary Writing and Evaluation Vol. 1, No. 2, 2025 https://www.lwejournal.com

FT LR —Fh T LA (PEJ7) TR RTH IR “FF M7 (spectacle) . 7E5 RIGH ARG H, TE/RETHY
BARARE T SR IR —FRE AT AR . R ERS WX SR, BE AMTZ
WA TER” (Mda, 2002, p.223). N TIEXFAMTAER, hERER — DRI Pk
. HEERBRAE L. XMEREELET, BERF TAL T EIGE X shAKEIBA, #H
ARIFAETRE AL, AR T RSN A . AT AE SR “ Y TERE S (museum piece) . CALHY
P EASTE B H S AR G ARSI Bk a8 S, T A B A0 117 37 B B RNV o e JE R X IR IE =204k
() “ARPE 7, HEHRZ “P2iH— MR TER S 0. AT BT S L AR TSR AR SO
HAEH” (Mda, 2002, p.231).

RIUE, Toil R 2 SUAR, Bik#Eg HizW kI &, FoAeaHEA s K E &,
ST 23 IRAE AN AL EXP AN AL AR BE, MARA B3B8 1 258 ALK H xR .

(2D “BHAEA” W fEAESEREIAR LR

R, BIAAE R E I pri iy, ey “seE A AR BRE
TSI, BB RS THIX A5 TE), R TR R EELS e
/K (Julius Nyerere) FIEPEARFK B S “HIHEE” RET %,

PR, 3 — S B PR IR, RAE R S VR TR Bl 1) 2 R 28 2k 2 ST T i 97 . A4t AR
TR, D AIASZEM . IR — DR, AL —NESE” (Mda, 2002, p.129).
BRI R 2GR A H AR S, kA EB A T H R . i TR, A 1S PAAT
X1k U BEIEN E ERRE, DA T AL ENRE ), MAESMROR 5T R o

EMCIEE b, SAEFRR IR T “CE AT R0 EN . EeRBIRANAE . SERRNESS
& CHEREER PRI ER P IR R (Mda, 2002, p.231), HJEARIFIHEAREIE A1,
M ERERE . NS BAMEILAR SR EREAFT RN, BT, ALRAESS
1, FFER R BERS B ) “ a7, T2seil | RN ESH AR,

HRRHXFEN . REEHSE/RGPEAZE— “70—MHE” TERL T ARAR L. R
FIEIZ R — ML EARE . “RRREZEEAE, BATAE S -- XTI EH B HMN R A C
FEAMA” (Mda, 2002, p.231). XHEFCHEFEZ “AHHE” (for themselves) Al “H A"
(owned by themselves), ‘BIFREE KB FAHRMINEFE AL 7 7HXH S, XEBH “MKHOE”
R —L.

BE R A . XM EEABE R BRI “ SR 7 R R R AR . RE R4
¥ A “HYEAL”, AR ERIEE SN E S 3 A dr /. “RHE AN e R W . B E
AR, AT SO TS 100”7 (Mda, 2002, p.231). XAEAE, EALECT S —F 48
IR @SN IRS T “CAREEARIER T FEBRIRE, R4t “IEMFEATERAL” (Mda,
2002, p.223). XFBAIRA, IEAARIET 28 55 A S A IS 783 2 AR A S0 Ath R AE
BHERLE LI R AR HAR G TWA S, R DR EGR RG] /1, o BRI ml ik
() AT MRA A H S A

(=) MWREMFBIELSE: VTR SSRGS 1R+

Certazo) dot BT EAR AR, FFEARUGE — RS0 S, BEMEE IR AR N R
SAEWE AR T EE, A T 17X E N R SO S . BIRAEH B RTEA D)
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(Sometimes there is a Void) "', FEAIcAR T Ath7E B CLHHHEEAE Qoboshane @Il 7 “Ze 84 % 7 (Telle

Honey) FIEGAEHIMET . X—ILhmmiE, JUFRDSThRE ST RMIELEZ .. BIEa) 7
EAEMRIVIE, WT N5 REEHEMNES. WM0ERIK 2 LK EEFR 2R, b E i
MR INANRE F I HISENT . B A2 Y S IR T AMTE AR U ZR 78 7 (Mda, 2011, p.414). XA
%, IER (Atz0) PASHAUWNZG: BRZEAMUEHEN, FRABIHIALIX ML
7). BRI SEEAE, 5RE AR I R AR ESE T ANl R R A I E S AL,
MEAEN AR fldE4e 78 LK T ARG, MaA T “HXEFZE” (Mda, 2011, p.415). &
2, “TRENEE” MR, RIE TR T AR AR LA “CHEE LR AT Y B A A KA
AEaL ERAEEZG . EARFEZE” (Mda, 2011, p.417),

Bk E B8 “ R BEMER AL X AT 3 2 B — MR R” (Mda, 2011, p.4l17).
E—HREW, (Az0) AMGE— IO RAFH RS ERN, 2 — BT @ “RHLE",
HESN I SEAR TSN “H 7. AEF RSP AR St SEB T A TR ZI BSOS &R, LA PRI
BOUE 7 — 2R MR T AR AR AR B 25 B R A R R T B 1 6 A 5 WA T

G575

ARSI VAELS T-%F B A R AE AR B AT . (BEEZ0) hIBADIBR. BPAE. M dEM
B2, NHRE XPEFRaFRdt FERIBEEa. 52X, Bk (Atz) PR
W —3 EAAPE R RS . IR, ROR S B AR R B E, st A
HYAEIAE AR IR Xt FAR A, H T A A = B O —— PR OR R
foxsfa. AU “WEZTERIT 5 COCR” TSR, RCRITEETHSCE L, HARRESIE R
WA EA S AR . RS R RO S S AR, MR “AEE” BErAS
S, HARIE IR B RS SO BRI A S

AR, RRIAAE /NS T SREVF AT B T LR, HBESAE T 4 BRAL B A B Kb
e 75 B Wk AT AT 1, A — MER R M1 . O RIA R Sl BAR T LR, (HIZOF
RHIE (L) k2250 E AR ZI N B S AR A e Bk DS 5 NAER) “ 3k
ARRT, R T A BERER R BEAMEREZ. TIEMEERME, ARR 4N BOA B 5
WO, EAAUE e TOCRAE . BN S EHOC R IR AR IUNH X B EA T LA R ST
Fifivoe EXANENX L, BEIR (DEZ0), 0L F3, TR S SRR ERSE, K
SREARZITA VI LS = .
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