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Title: Suspension of Law: Bare Life in Age of Iron

Abstract: In Age of Iron by J.M. Coetzee, the characters’ misery is often ascribed to the
apartheid system, yet the deeper political-biological mechanisms sustaining that system remain
underexplored. This study, drawing on Agamben’s and Foucault’s theories of biopolitics,
investigates the mechanisms of suffering in the novel, showing how apartheid, through the
“suspension of law,” reduces individuals to bare life. It further examines the existential struggles
of individuals, families, and society, and uncovers the subtle forms of resistance embedded
within oppression, thereby highlighting the possibilities of survival and defiance under
authoritarian rule.
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FAEERFEY] (J. M. Coetzee) T 1990 11/l (BRAREIXD) (Age of Iron) FAET IR
2 RS S WIS 77, [EINHER T RS B 5 EAUBU IR A dr IR BE A N 545 . 500
AR A T 2o LSRR T XA . #iltn, #i%s (Laura Wright) (2008, pp. 11-32)
fa th EVE S O N R Ak, R TRIELE—LE R A NGB A—BuA S T 45k h
W RF L A AL B . BERRRAI SIS B (Salih & Janoory) (2020, pp. 267-276) W4T T /NS A )
BN, R IR BT R BB S S BT AR (I A SR RO E EiE . 2R (2010, pp. 410-
418) HRVESCALIR AT N VR IR e Nt i) B o, DA AT T 2 X 5 23 95 1 22 AR A [ Y
Hlzz (2010, pp. 78-84, 159) WIMNFE RAFEREAI) M AT H, CEBRERINHAR) 87 TRk fE
XA AR R RF A B o IX BRI AT K 220 ROAR IR e VAR TR S B RO R A, HARAE R R TR
TERER BN T4 A, 1) T4 5 R B RR R B4 U 5 T PR RS S R FE AR &, T D IR NIRRT B T
Ja BIRIZ IR BE— Al . FSL b, AU RREE R EAROEEM TR —. EERE
MFNETRES . HEEEEEE N SEET, M Ed—— MRS o ——358 Nk A
(Giorgio Agamben) & X 1) “Ir#RAAr” (bare life), FART AT ESCRLHIX S

HHIE T L, CERASIFAR) P S I A4 o o] R AN AS AR P B 25 IR B i %, T A2 BB 7E
e AR O A ) A T ) SR . FEDILE /Nl b R B B B (R BUE SR FE OGS,  AIRY) RS
wrE R AR A, ORI SRR, JRAERUCE g B RO AT REVE RS . BRI, AR ARBUA
MATIN, X CERESIHARY AT 00T, ACH B T 487 AN [FFRG . AN [F) 0l B AR A EAUBU #8458
PIFL R AEAF fEAL, AR BT 56 A T 38 A N U BB AR BE IR . A SCRBL “ AR A NI AT,
AT HARBOA T #He, R UAER (Michel Foucault) A myEyE EAR, SHIMT /Nt A7 ME 1 iE
TR, PR A A Pl 2 AR AR ISR, R A Hob Ba & IR U s .

T AR A A AL

T R 25 SR B AR A sy A I A A WL 2t b, BB TR D ) AR AT B
i SESE T A RO AR i ) B, R AT X IR . — R A EIEARAE (208), fE5—
DIEEM IS 1 E R A —RBUARTEAE A (bios), RIPEOIAMIRILFA. REE S5 AILHLE
fir. (Agamben, 1998, p. 1) fEMAESE N, FR8AE RS RIFEUA S0 FEBRIEEE R Z b,
HXEHNBUE T B AEMIRES . XA AR ERANERRER B S, Wk
PAF TR ARG BUR GRS, TMaabT—F “rT AR IEEN A REREZR4E”  (Agamben, 1998, p.
110> Hy8EHh. ERTHAF R, FRERAar AR dARERAL Py s igset 7=, 12 UAREOE B 7 s 284K
—Fr RS . BE 2, EAREaT, RFAAMEHA ] REAE R € F 1 TR R A A, T IX ol
FALRI BN, IE2 FACEN HE “HIAMRA” RS EIEE, M BT TN SR A 4

“HIAMRAS” X — M e AR VR KRR« % R (Carl Schmitt) 783 (BUA #H57)
(Political Theology) ¥zt . WMIEREEW, FISMRESIFAE H EREIRF I —EB 0, M5 Z AR
AR E SRR N b MRS PR C B R UE BIAMIRASE 7 (Schmitt, 2005, p.
6) P HALE R bt —B ki, BIIMRES A MRE R RNER AR, B EEZ R R IE A T &
B——ERCEIA G IR AR REERR A IR Ty, A BB AN 32 R Ao PR ) B et A i St 4%
il (Agamben, 2000, p.2) 7£FGAEFZRE S BB G, 1985 4F 2 1990 4 [A] 22 IR STt i) 42 [ 5 2
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WA, R EPCELBIENE A RAEMBUALINILA ZH . 1985 F ket E 2 RSN EREY R,
FEH 1984 FEHTEE N TR TR X R I MU IREL, I BRI EL S e T R AR ] i o 125 o) B8 1 v P AN o R
SURSMEBURR LG AR T, EIECOREIREI . 45, B, ARSI N T
JEH AT, 1986 4F 6 H, B2RSEHY EBE2EE, #HEAIOERERES, EhrEET K,
B MR ThRE M E IS, BRI AR R LT . IR R M EE IS R, AR A R R
GV RIS IE AR, AR AR L R AR A

16 CERZRRTARY A, FE Ui AR A S R I T ERAEB SRS oM E i 2 R 1X
R 7 S AR TIAE X 4k 2223 (R A B A b R84 (1986, pp. 22-27) f& i, (a1 FEAERL IS AE I 5h
Ak, MARNHNS BANEZES, FREAGS 5801020 W35 HEAE~. £,
BNFR R b S B BoE A — M “Hlah s, W ERAE I R, RIS LB R . M
JER—— “TE R BN A A R, B [t E BT 7 (YT, 2024, p. 22) TEIXAFERAE
ey AL S YN R e Ol B iR N A AN = e s 21 2 v S B R T R e S O S DN (=3 Tl o
BEARRL, AHIXF E H ERE S 30 25 18] B 2 R 2 A B 10 PR R o o, RAB R OR 22 VB I B
P NBR B X —— “IEANZRFEIX L. AT @ AELE, AT S Em L7 (EY,
2024, p. 46) XRW, FAANRITEIEBRAG XN, — I, ([Fr] G5 BN — PR R & E 2 0KE .
P I 2 T A B B R AE R o SR AN NS N8 = SO F, B BEAE B AR A 36 v E ARG 98 4R
W THE—X2 “AAZN” 5 “TH#2 N7 BAGRESER . BE. Hlk, HEERERhE
BB, B, BABZAWEEEERELE, WrERESHELRT. HISQHETUSHE
AR EERE, RFAEDZELSRE.” (JEY, 2024, p. 32) EHEE T, AANBRATE
FRAERT S35 VAT, AR R R AF AR AR A I 8 T4 o o W, AR B AR ZS Hh e 2
B RIS I GBI, R A i i AR Rt 1 R LA

Hok, ERRU i@ B A 45 N 3 — 20 838G AR R Ay o X BRI B AR L 1 R A
N AARFERI AR i RYE R . BN E KT EEPATH, S BB SLEE TTAAE
sl AN, “EMREANEREVTFHIR PG E R, HAEREMET, KEMRE Y
B, 7 (BEY), 2024, p. 44) IXFhERFRMIAG B A4 B 1 0 BRES X (G 7 B i, BI(E RN AE 28 5 DL
BRI, RN I ML B . EAERENE, EMEEIFERAME, A A= %
FIKRKEW IS BN B GE AR, FFAERE R E, Fufa, JEudm “IE
B ARTG RN T, 7 (EY), 2024, p. 76) (& T HIAMRE T EACHEATAMA B4 R 25
SRR A IAE 42 5 W3 B AL LI T . Geoff Danaher 25 A (2000, p.50) &, “Heof W
MIERZBEREM. AN—BgYM, ok g RER DR AR MEARE 237 ANiid, 4FE “4TH
TEREE” RACAKOREE R LA MR DS ST, IE X R ) s 5RO WAL AR . e, sl
MG R IE S AR, FRRRN “Rit” MABEBR —— “KiZEmANENZ T, A
NGRS, ” (FEY), 2024, p.12) RAE [ A 545 T ARG i S0 i 5

B A BT 0 R RS A I8 32 B B R AR 5 o 2 o FEE RN R it o 4z ), AR )1 28
i 2 AR SR Z 0 - AR AT SR IR 7245 B — D8 R, KA B R % )5 %
NEBE SR EREERE, DRI “EEAHM” ERENERILEEE. TR EREHET,
CH R P ) 26491 ) SV AR g T T P A (8 1 5t i o A B, HEVP BRI N B R e 48, At
BRI ATUER S B EF & DU, FRREEL . B XS ke S, A HA
BRI IE “CFPIRAINE” AR BB R . AR R AR X Fh AL 50 45 VR I I8 -
CTEMUATT B AR IR FETRAC, TR, G BEE NRTEL B (Y, 2024, p. 3D
Y] (1992, p. 361) fath, FRUELHEE “APEN” B, IEARFE HAGE AR
ANFEEF . Bk, R OR TR EE, W AT RIS, ik
A A RS B R G o A AT R ERBR I, EAEA SR R 2 T AEE I IE M, A& ATE
2 S 7 B o X PR R R AR, —AMRBUA RSN PE AT BUff, AR £ T RS
MIAUR, BE R 2% T IR 5 B MERTRE 70, ARV AT AT AL B I AR AR AE
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=, FREMREFEN

CRRARIAR) DIAMEALEI 77 g7 1 IUACHL 2 i sl AR A L. L1 SRS 1 ] 22 i
AR NER AT BRAE S — BRI “AR#RAE M7 —— R RIFERIEY . B R R T FRRUI 2 T
AMmfAE. A, EREREIEGNENBEZ. ANEFSEE SRR P BT, DK
RIMZEARR LN FEREREAB SR EEE 0 AN RS KK, 0758 & F4h. Tk,
B E B, ARATTEAE AN R 2 T T AR A B . FE VLRI X S N Arig B, R R 2RI T
FRB I 2 Sk, JEEE TS o 5 S BN 5 SR Y AR DA L
FIEGAF ST, BB/ S B AE R S EE ST S 2y, S0 o ) S5 HT ) B 2 k.

JEY)— T S S BUA 2 [ N FE R, WO/ AR B i) R 8k TR, 1T R AR A 7K
BACELR A SHEA ORI MEER ST AR S TR AL LS S5IHA B8 RN TE
ffi i35, (Coetzee, 1992, p. 340) % David Attwell (1993, p. 91) JRIEH, MAZK DI/
WE A MaAb 2N\ TFERE A LERC T, BERBUA SRR . (BEERR) IER&IXF
SCETHE MR PRI, SCRMAME . FEEFIH: 22 =AM B R NS R AR AE i U, DUt
FIE ROBREERS, 8T ERRU R AE A pL ] .

FEAMA R, ERAU 200 NI SR S RE R 7 E A . RIS BN A AT~
Brel, AbRALTAAESI RIS 2 F, (B0 BE G VL e S sh AR B B0 B, AR TCVk R
N 2 B G TE ] BE 2 AR e s I I R S O . R HTEEEE “AITEREST — W&
BERNRFE BTG BNDEM ARG, WBANAER PR EE . AW, HXHIES B,
HEEEAMES, WA TIRZIPGEER E, FRS MR 5 NS BHEEERER . “IRAIIE IR
AR RIX G IR B B, ARARE BRI SR e A RS TR, RIRBIEE T GEY),
2024, p. 36) XHH “FEHL” HAE—BESL KB, MR —FRE T S R RMAERE,
HERABERE R EI. WIHE. “RAELRN AR —EFHAZHRR T RE &I (FEY),
2024, p. 63) XFPAUR 7 FOKs G A5 55 R 1 O3 2 A1 N7 RAEPE ORE, S0 AN AR B A,
FE R RIA A A B 5 5 o] B 14 5% 0 A LA R BA BT . IR0 Susan Sontag (1991) 7E (i
PRSI th TR, REE A SRS PR EE AR PR AT MRAEE X, XiaF
Wi 1 EALBUA X L HUR AR A R B AR 5T . 72 R AG KR B A&, B an =9 4 g
— M, TAANHBEANG, LB SRR a8tk MBI AR AN, B —it
NAEX Fr Lt AL, R B —FERAME? 55, BUTEN . BUIRIEAN, XEREMAE
Mo BT RSRIBAMAER.” GEY], 2024, p. 50) X — H b fd b R0 4 AU 18 481 3R 5,
e —FhoE S A —BuA E T ER) s .

TEFBESRE, FRRRAE A I ENL B TSR % K RIRE 5RESE . BRI BUA L SEA U T
AN FRDRE fo T S, 38 5 B R DA TE 22 4 508 S TR R e R . AR R ORI LR e R 2 /e
JERIBUG B SR, BORERREEEE, JERE “ETMARKT .7 (Y], 2024, p. 3D
BOAET, SRR, b IR BB AN E A et B, G DLRAE M EIE R T X
MEZFEER LA, GEY), 2024, p. 600 58RO KB FTIR . XA NBUAERERATL,
BRI FE R i 4. X TRERM S, X — B LB RRe BRI s, W —MiE
SR RS . VR R L) LRE R B B AR B Sk s e v O RAR , H XIE2E )L IR e
ikt R H B bR, il 515 e 7y i ) UiR RS 50 “REZ 4RS! K
Z A0 RE ERERIIR S, AFEIRINIR b, FaRFFERIRR, BAR B2 RS B R — PR /R H L
B AR R IR A s B, SR Z AT A 7 (B, 2024, p. 2) AT, I LILEKE
AREEFEE, A mHEEENT O “ROEA -RITORARE, HBAYEEIL W TR
R4, AE— IR RER . 7 (FEV], 2024, p. 60) MR, FHUTER S vkl ikt
T FEESRIETEBUA 51 Y1 TR NI R 5 (R 1 B i, I PR 48 A B 5
I TXF A A K R 53— P43

FEAL S ZT, B R EBGE SR E AR BN A AR 1) Rk ol 5 S5 MERIRF o /N Ui
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7 —MRESEETAAENI ST A EE, ARMERBFY RIS, Eaih B
AT ) T BAAAAE . FEXFIAEE T, BRI 2R AW R, &5 IR B BUA #7143
DA RINEER . REXMEFEARKIEZAANRE, 9% RITBBUG4, Mk
BB A RARKKE HAF RN LE PR R RT I, it fegi th sk e 2 28 NN B oRig 5 15 26 «
CORNR, M. YR E . (UL (Y, 2024, p. 47) WiEEMIE IR R, BIE E OOE R SHEE
HERAETT, BABEARWASE A, FONb AN B A7 RAEE BRI L] %A% .
ez, AR NE S ER) “RB A7, SRR AR RO B A 5 AR L

K=Y R GIERE AET, Bin T EER s fE 2B 5 AMEAE, Bzttt
O RER, 2 AFLAETEINRE AR RAE IR . TEIXFh &R, JURADGR P 38 115 45 8
B ) PRSI g AR, O 4RSI BRI T B, I, EXEBRAMERBESRMT, A
PEL BT IR AR, AN E R IR B — N AR CBR B ACT —— s URAE. FEIESE TR
B IEWRRAKKREGETIE: “Z30d, JIEAXF L L, FEaErxrEL E, RSk
13, FOREETLHENNE Lo MAZET, (SABAT R BB B AT F LA E 31T B2 i
IR R R E 2 N B RESE A =R EE” (Y], 2024, p. 54) XH, “HEEAEMHL” R
TEE AR B AN E B MR, ARAETE USRS AR R 0] s T “ 8w 7 U0 Wy v4 If 1)) 3=
B, G4 8 — M IRAE, vk H ARG, AN Wrdilis B 44 S50,

M9, AR TIPSR S

CERARITAR) % TAMATE R BB BRI T /AR B FAFRE . 20, VIR RiE
AL, MR, MESET 5 RF MR R R A GRS S i . EUiRS
BEEELRH, AL BRI B CMAIELY): “TIFA NFE RHA R . B B A —Forink (I
T A 52 BB 28 I INGE—FED, TREFIAATN & 52— B8, mHEM 7. (Coetzee, 1992,
p. 341) X—FEIKAE (BRBSIHAC) SR T AT A NS BAAME, RE R 53k
b, EEPORIZ AMEILE R R A, KB RN SRFRFEET “FRhisisE, e,

B, AREEGTIEET “XPREIR” (Care of the Self) 7EASHIZT TR A HEEHKE . 1EN
— L 5 B ATHMARK AN, RIS KIMIERB S SR, HFRBRER T4
2, TR AEWISER I R R R T QR RT . dh S FIR T AR S A, R —
AN B FHLAHE W a2 (). “AE i EE R, FUEIERNAREEERITZIHK, BEEIE
35 5, AER. BER. ZYERER.” (EY], 2024, p. 9) X—FHLUEWRAT N, A5 E=—F
TR 5 RAAEE 5 0 b B i i 2 BUA TR E I, R T R IR SR B, R
TARYF N ESUR . IEandaf (1995) Arig, BB IAGE L SH AR &1k, @it
T SRR R, I SO T B B AR A RAG R ORHE 48 iR A0RE A B4 N
Ut 7E HE T 38 I I 200 SR 8 <7 o 56 SRS A B 2k, AT S8 O 2 BOE A ANHE R 5 AR IA -
XA M AR FRARREEAL 2 T, MR ISR R A B IRIRAE, N RIUTBUI R IIRE — A
TEAE o5 A PR A T

LtAx, BAMAEEZ@ED Ui BN ERBIIGE . AN, TIBME A RSB R
SHI: fEReS BRI —FKBRIRIGEE R R, “—BRIiER” B2RARmE. ATz =R
Rl Bt 5B SEER, ARHE. AURUL. AEREM. XMUEBRIEER T ), R —FE R
“HEEAE7. AATE LR N R IETE RS, SUBOTR AN O u B, TSR S A
CHIAEAFIN T AR (1990, p. 27) 78 (PESL) Hfat: “fEi5E+, BUOTHMREAE—R". X
Ol 5 @ S FRACRR, TR S Oy —FRNLE], NS E SRS €5
AT N BT — X SIEEERIE L B E . WEE . Wi, MR DTEREET TR A R
SEARRRERESE, F AR PE S BRI 4 S BB R AR DURAT . X PR RS S U JE R, A
TESR Z A N R AN, ORAF E 3R AR ARV 1 B 2 7 5

FR, NBUREIR T FR8R AR fir o 8] B R EL DG PR o] 14 S A i A b e bR B, ORI BE R E IR S
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B RISKKRAM N BNRIRDE R RN & 2 Fr, 3EAE | Bt BB 2 bR, ERATE
BNREX FHIEAC LT WA, FFAEESER b Ry BN FELE ., X7 RIFER T
B R, TR T AR BT FE . AR %K Emmanuel Levinas (1969) 551,
FARME I RS AR B A O AR, TRLE RS “ A B RER” RGN . RARRKKIERTES
A AL S R, SER TN B TR P A B AR —— It AN FEA AR — AN TLAE T HE
F M, T R A ) 2 fe b R AR XS (AT B

XM O IAR BRAE RS, 7E - RAR KRG U /R o0 Rk B i o Y0 R /RPN G2 AT H
IR#E, JUTHRF T —UH S0 50, (AAE R4 m RS E B SG T 7SR5 SChr i) .
i ANANAE b 5 R 55 I8 IEORL L R, R B AR I S RHE A, LS Rt 5 ) L IRl 1 Jk A ik . X
— [B] N RAEAE — FloE R | B2 AR 0 R XUOT B T, WICEd, ENAEIL R (1) A A7 R 85 A
NERTIASHBMSEg . EWEA (1998) s, F#Ear BRI EAEERIX S, H
ESLFE R NEsS AL, EATH AT BE B A SL FAR IR . YA NEBRERRAS AT 35, Al R “ R
w7 B, IERAERNX — 3L [E s AR S ST, BT AR R R AE T REHT K .

FEIX— b, CERARIAR) MHRPUATE AN NSRRI PU, o —FhE ERUb it
S, R HIRALAMRLERS B ELRFFANHE 5 A I, R A A A g AU R E AR HE
e, ME MG SO S BB, WIAEISE R BRh E  TAR BRI A R . I L SR AN N PR ) R
PRI, T2 PAES E e A7 KA SIS B B3, 8 EAR AR tlom 26 1 N A5 DARES: . PEVITE /Nl
HAE A I IE XS & RUEAE EABO T AT RS a7, NSRRI EE K. VIBR 5
H IR RA DG TIAT (84

f. GiE

CERAS AR DA IR [ 2B fild s 1 R R ERUBUIAE GRS Tl 8%, A R R
FIBUE AR EROI E 6 “ARBRAEdr 7. NGNS I T IX — WU e A A . S, RS
MEEE L B REETT 3 JHEEME . FE 52 =R KRR, 4% T ARRE e A B
R R SRR ERSE. Bo. ZEHE. BSECS VIR ST E B SE SO, A
A fE LRI TR T 5 S M 95 5 I 52

SRT, PEDIIFARKGAUE B TR ho il P B 3,5 M HRPURIS, JyRRAE dn
WAL ST B B S5 E L SE R B RT e . R K RAERG M EF i s IR 59 e At DAARE SRR
Kb R B UURASRIAI ;. BAA G TR A AR BOE R HE A R, RSP REE™E X
PRVE s BRI AR LG PR T RRG I ,  AE 3L IR] A e 55 A i b a2 25 B G B Rl . X S8Rt
FFEEIATEN, BAE LA G MR8, JFER s A 5T T oy EARVESE SRR AL 1 2% AF

A, CBRESIFARD) AR R AR 58 11 SR B SE R ST AR, SR X BAREGA 3 22 vh A a U
BIAMRES 5 7R R A iy S O UGB ZRPE TN o A iR it SO e (OO AT O R 2256, R T b
JrEBGE, i b NS 3 ) A R B

B 1990 fFE R 24, HERBUAK R 2 XA2E), EEMG B4 S e B ATRRIREE . 7280
T NAEBREIE . BREEABRBEAA K “PrsRAE50” B7 AT, FUMRESSEGBUR AT FIE
HIRFPRILGL, T2 A BRBUA RIS AR V. (BRI I —iC s ARVERr, SEAATER U
FESEHLAL SCR R A AR PR BN, FFAE A 5 7 R FRYE R B 5 8™ W] REZ T8

IERA AR RAEAS AP AR S B, R D) BRSO R R IR R ROBTT 5, 248 17— Fp 8
S——ERNET, TR E BT W RN E R, R T RE R T,
BiEE, THEDEY

FEHEWE: AXREZAPPESTH “Hrigdesif Ml s MAFET L7 (H%S: 20BWW069)
IR Bt R Z
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