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Title: The Heterotopia in the Attic: On The Picture of Dorian Gray’s Spatial Transgression and
Identity Collapse

Abstract: As the most subversive aesthetic manifesto in Wilde’s oeuvre, the attic in The Picture
of Dorian Gray is reconstructed as a collapsed spatial field characterized by enclosure,
contradictory juxtaposition, and violence through Foucault’s heterotopia theory. Through
analysis, the attic emerges not only as a compensatory space offsetting the hypocritical facade
of the salon but also as a “dark closet” that conceals moral transgressions, dissolves class
symbols, and represses identity. By severing the connection between public and private spheres
through spatial practices, it internalizes social discipline into a self-surveillance mechanism,
ultimately leading to the alienation and disintegration of subjectivity. This spatial-political
interpretation reveals the attic’s dual violent nature: while sheltering moral transgressions, it
simultaneously collaborates with power discipline, thereby deepening Wilde’s critique of
Victorian hypocrisy.
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